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TOPIC : REPORT OF FINDINGS FROM INTERVIEW AND EXODUS COMMAND CENTER 



SYNOPSIS : 

On October 25, • 2002 , the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
-information from the Resident Agent in Charge / Orange County regarding possible 
export violations . The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . . • . 

This report details investigative efforts in determining the export status and 
licensing requirements of the ballistic vests to the possible end destination 
of Cambodia. 
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REPORT NUMBER: 001 



DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION : 



On October 25, 2002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 

On November 18, 2002, SAIC/LA sent an Exodus Licensing Determination/History 
Request to the Exodus Command Center (ECC) , requesting- information as to 
restrictions placed on the vests and their export, as well as any licensing 
information for the Honorary Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

On November 21, 2002, this office received a request for more information from 
ECC. In order to make a determination on the licensing requirements for the 
ballistic vests, the U.S. State Department needed to know the National 
Institute of Justice (NIJ) protection level of the ballistic vests in 
question. In order for the vests to be licensable by the State Department they 
had to be a NIJ protection level of IIIA or higher. 

On November 25, 2002, SAIC/LA received a facsimile transmittal from ECC 
stating there were negative checks at Commerce Department for the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia . 

On November 25, 2 002, SAIC/LA Special Agents HH^HB^BHHH went to the 
County of Los Angeles Sheriff's Department (LASD), Central Sup^l^Waicehouse at 
142 05 Telegraph Road, Whittier, CA 90604. Agents met withJHMgQQQB the 
HBHHI^HHHii^B^^il^BHHHHHHBHHIl for the LASD . Mr . HBBMWh was cooperative 
in providing copies of documents that showed the sale of 173 ballistic vests 
to the City of Gardena for $5,190.00 on June 12, 2002. Another sale was for 
3 00 ballistic vests, sold as one lot of surplus Revlar, to the^C^t^^^^ardena 
for $3,000.00 on July '10 200^^Bothsales were approved by HKHIS^StBW of 
the LASD and received by a flESEQE&S9i om the cit X of Gar dena a™no™ on 
the purchasing documents Mr. WWlla aiso stated that tu^eSheri f f or an 
appointee must approve all sales of this nature . Mr. Signal -'so provided a 
copy of the -Soft Body Armor Specif icet,] on of the vests that were sold to the 
■City of Gardena. The spe cif i cati on shows the vests to be a NIJ protection 
level HA or higher. V SIBBM M - : bed that all of the vests purchased by the 
LASD are NIJ protection Hfi 

On November 26, 2002, Sk^^., ^ ived a facsimile transmittal from ECC 

showing negative checks from Office of Defense Trade Controls (ODTC) at the 

State Department. 
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RELATED CASE NUMBERS : 



COLLATERAL REQ: 



TYPE OF REPORT: 
INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS 
/ MEMO OF INTERVIEW 



TOPIC: DETAILS OF INTERVIEW AND CASE UPDATE 



SYNOPSIS: 

On October 25, 2002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 . 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased .the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles. Sheriff's 
Department.. 



This report of. investigation details an interview of 
City Manager for the City of Gardena, and updates the current investigation. 
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Details of Investigation : 



On October 25, 2002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 



On November 2 6 ,^002 i SAIC/LASpecrial ' Agents; WIIIHIIIU nd 

interview with City Manager, Cit; 

interview was conducted at Tma^l^ BumBl office at 
Gardena, CA 90247-3778, City Hall for the City of Gardena. 



conducted an 
of Gardena, CA. The 




The interview was conducted in relation to BBHIlllBM typed nam e and signature 
on two (2) "Request for Bids on Surplus Materials." BBBBfBBBBISl name appeared 
as the signature approving the bids for two lots of ballistic vests. One 
request for bid dated. May 20, 2002, was for one hundred seventy- three (173) 
unused ABA ballistic vests. The other request for bid dated June 17, 2 002, was 
for three hundred (300) used ballistic vests. 




During an interview on No vember 25, 2002, with 

Los Angeles Sheriff ' s~ Department (LASD) , he stated 

is his point of contact (POC) duidnogtiie bidding for both lots 

of ballistic vests. During this in terview. Mi-. IMPHS provided copies of the 
Sales Awards showing Ml^ffSP^OSW signing for and receiving ' the ballistic 
vests under the firm name of City of Gardena . . The first purchase of 173 vests 
was picked up on June 12, 2002, the second purchase of 300 vests was picked> uo 
on July 10, 2002. 



When asked about the loc ation of the ballistic vests, IBBBiMi stated he did 
not know their location. lUEBiBS aisc^3Urtr;d, he had no knowledge of who had 
-,i eked the v^ si s up from the LASD. BBW state d he did not kno w of a 

and had never heard the name before . Hi^HBBHI name was 

cnecKecl in the city's database ^ and did not appear ro work £o> the City of 
Gardena . 




tit 

ia 
e b. 



stated the first he had heard of the ballistic vests - 
ilman for the City of Gardens, had contacted 
by phone r - 
rmed him of the ball: 
an or en bid capacit; 



him to purchase the ballistic vests through 
Department and that the funds would be irnma 
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Gar^enaT~ P|BP||BBBr s^ted tha' BE33EESC probably could not bid on the ballistic 
vests himself becau se of a c onf 1 i c t of int erest. W hen asked what the conflict 
of interest might be, BEEHEEHSBI stated t": ; a t IB13!BIB!5!1 a 1 s o works for LASD . 
holds the position of 

IHUflUB stated that the City of Gardena never received the ball 
even though they had purchased them with City of Gardena funds, 
stated that the City of Gardena had been reimbursed for bothpurchases . One 
reimbursement was in the form of a cashier's check that flilBfBfSfBBiSl remembered 
receiving, but fl^HEHHH s a i d he could not recal l the method of payment for the 
other purchase. During the interview, IBBIH5IS3I3I was able to retrieve copies of 
both checks for reimbursement to the City of Gardena. One check was in the 
form of cashier's check #455264421 .from Cathay Bank, 777 North Broadway, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012, for $3000.00, made payable to the City of Gardena/ The 
check was written on July 18, 2002 . The other was check $0300 from the 
Honorary Consulate of' The Kingdom of Cambodia, 422 ORD St, Suite G, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012, in the amount of $5,190.00. The check was. dated June 12, 
2002 . 

KHB1K3SB8i8f3!S? was asked if the funds reimbursed to the City of Gardena would be 
used to pur chase more ballistic vests for the City of Gardena Police 
Department . HBBBBB replied that' they would not, and statedthat the 
purchases were never intended for the Police Department. [JJBSEBSES xpproved the 
purchases at the direction of BMSIBIBBl 

During the interview, fff§f5fjl35!B was cooperative in answering direct questions, 
although he did not offer any information without being asked directly. 



On December 03, 2002, SAIC/LA received a Ccrjmercel)e t ermi na t i on from the 
Exodus Command Center on referral number H^^^^uB In response to information 
provided by this office, a determination was made on the license requirements 
for the ballistic vests possibly being exported to Cambo dia . Th e response 
provided the Export Control Classif ication Number (ECCN) BIBBS from the 
Commerce Control List (CCL) . [itaanQiqaa corresponds to Body Armor and does require 
a license if shipped to the country of Cambodia . 



Investigation continues. 
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TOPIC: MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED AND UPDATE OF INVESTIGATION 



SYNOPSIS : 

On October 25, 2002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
.information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the. City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 



This report details follow up interviews completed and updates the 
investigation. 
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DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION-: 

On October 25, 2 002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 

On December 10, 2002, the SAIC/LAr^mterviewed I^^^HRSilSSSISsl^^^Hi City 

Manager for the City of G ardena . ^ f^j^S'S! ^] was _ as ked for specific dates on 
which he was contacted by Wo!315!5f3!B!3B . C'aEEEHS stated that he did not have 
the dates at that time but would call with the information wheiiobtained . 

| was asked if he had discussed the investigation with 91515155! , towhich 

__ J replied he had not. ffl^^^^B also stated ' that he re membered BIBI31BB? 

hand-delivering one of the reimbursement checkstc HBWPBHBHl but did not 
remember which of the two checks it was. was questi r jiv^rM-n the 

involvement of the other councilman for the City of -Gardena. stated 
that to his knowledge, the other councilmen were not aware of the vest 
transaction. frlMlBiMlliakBM: stated that he had the authority to make purchases of up 
to $10 , 000 .00 without prior approval of the councilmen. 



On December 11, 2002, SAIC/LA agents conducted a follow-up interview with 



rpose of the interview was to gain information on the 
identity or iy _ S .y._ .JM, the person signing forthe City of Gardena and 
receiving the -ballistic vests from the LASD. | " stated that he had made 

inquiries into the transactions hi mself an d found out that. JF*f^J supposedly 
works for the Cambodian Consulate . SBH^fl stated that he did not rem ember wh o 
told him, but it was while making inquiries up his chain o f command. j^JJiJSI' 
specifically mentioned that he might have heard of f H18!315!3H associationwiththe 
Cambodian Consulate through conversations w ith his supervisors , ■ §BB^5I?,?jllL "!uS'li8i 

and 

_ . . _. _ ' The 

•isor of the I 



bW). IWXC] 



ij)<2l (bX6). (b)(7)(C) 



jstated he had not had any conversations with 




on this matter. 
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by il jflBt .7.;? I ?iS."^^^aBMBj^jBfi^BBMMMWMBBBi^B at the 

t iroe BHBBBBt was j^BBBBBBBB|^^^E13!BBSS3BBBBHBBBBBWi ^ SSfl ffl stated that 

fl initially started the vestdea^Land then moved to 
this is the same time ^St became the 

as being ; 
with the LASD . 



3E (b)(6). (b)(7)c 



supervisor . 
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During -the Int erview, 
to his office, 
to 




[called BBBBBBBBBBBBBaflSfiSBflSBBBBBBBBBBBl 

the person who signed the release of the ballistic 
was asked if he remembered the transaction or 
Id remember the transaction and thatMBHBwas £ 

[seemed, surprised by this a nd a sked 1^ BJBJI|B B to 

ie files for SOB and make sure if, in fact, m was BBBBBBsBeIRBBBB 
l eft th e offic e and came back wi thin five minutes and stated that he 
was wrong, HBBM1 was not BBBBBSBBHBBBBB but said he thought he remembered 
being in a uniform when picking up the vests . 




stated that three to four months earlier, he had met someone named 
in regard to sale^f equipment, but could not rememberif the first 
name of the man was BBBBBBB or not. Neither BBBBB nor BBBBBBBJ could provide 
any type of identification for I 



On December 16, 2002, theSAIC/LA received 



I stated 



^^^^^ aphone call from 

regarding the date that MBM had phoned E88IS!§HB!BiS at home, 
that he could not remember if it was May 18, 2002, or April 20, 2002 
stated that he thinks it would be the date closest to the first purchase order 
sent for the vests, but could not be positive. The close st date would be May 
18th, in reference to the first purchase order BBJBBBJBBJ approved on May 20, 
2002. ' 

At this time, attempts are being made to identify and interview 
Investigation continues . 
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SYNOPSIS: 

On October 25, 2002, the Special- Agent ' in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 3 00 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom- of Cambodia. The documents ' show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . * 

This report details contact made with the Cambodian Consula te office in Lo s 

as well as information relating to the identity of HHHHBHBSWi AKA 
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DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION: 



On October 25, 2002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to' the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 



On December 19, 2002, SAIC/LA agents contacted the Cambodian Consulate office 
at 422 Ord St., Los Angeles^ Staff personnel were questioned about 
the possibleemploymettt of ^Q^Q^^QEBH The receptionist at the consulate 
stated that BMBK was not in at the tijjje^bu^wa^emod^vedther^ The 
receptionist then directed us to a i^^BBHBPWPHWWWWMWPIPPi is the 
Honorary Consular at the consulate office in Los Angeles, according to the 

Lonist and research completed by this office . Agents were provided with 
business card showing WK to be an attorney with the Lav; Offices of 



The receptionist asked that we go to the next 



:ice down to seel 



An assistant at the law office named WmmimS Sm stated^±at^MB was with clients 

at the moment and then would be leaving for court. BWBHB| s t a t ed^Lhat 

would probably not have time to speak with us. Agents informed MHMMH^ha^i t 
would only take- a minute to askBSMJa few questions; at that poxntTgl^HHBI 
said to have a seat and wait. Within approximently twenty minutes agents 
approached IflMIBM and id entified themsel vestas agents with the United States 
Customs Se r" lc"~ BMMUPHfl l then stated that HBHi had ^Iready left to go to court 
and to schedule an a ppointment or come back later. BBSBIBBB was questioned as 
to the e mployment of WE&SMffliMBMM and she acknowledged that she knew the name. 

millllllH ^I then walked back to the consulate office and spoke with the 
recep tionist there. WKBBBHUl was able to produce a name and phone number for 

IPUm The name provided was HH|HPBHHHH!q13!3^^ phone number 

WIM^ W ^ WP^^tHBk When asked if lMIM was acti. ' aBBm^w^ ^^^H^stated[_that. she 
had seen IW HBBI113BB about three weeks before and only knew him as jBBSBBB and 
that the tSerros his contact number. This concluded the interview. 



Contact was made with SECTOR • to r 
SECTOR provided information on 
California driver's license: 

Sheriff ' s Department . 




wit 




lest information on| 

date of bi- 

an address of Los Angeles County 



Case agent then called California Depar 
requested the driver's -lic^Ts 
transferred the call to th< 




Motor Vehicles (DMV) and 
d the corr-vv- address . DMV 

The f 
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provided 


the current address for MfBilflH as P§j|g|*^ 


<1fSCffi;*%$li9F%P^ Westchester, CA 




Agents then drove by the address for BBI5IBIH and copied license number 
from a fnfSlSfTESTBl parked in the driveway of the residence. 

through |_ 
showing vaj 
eriff's Department. 

Records checks were completed and revealed ten base r ecords relating to 
eight crossing records, one record identifying as a registered pilot, 

flight engine^rornavdrrator with the FAA, i^ejasermmbM^'^^^SffijT^^^and one 
case record |^^^;i33^'ST?^^^l under the title pl^fltSHgE' '" ■ The 
case^^hirelat^^^tiapDUcation for a Customhouse Cartman License, filed 
by |-£iVi''# l TC^P>5?' J J ' £ffJS] ^ Z^^P^^S^i ■ The last report of investigation showe 

The report also showed having an address of] 

Incrbawood^CA 90301. The repor^hLsts several 
emD^vee^ofHWk'^ -mo 1 lets ^t^^^^^Mi 88 ?res id^t jt?^^ ^ with an address 
ofJlSRSfir^T ~ '^faTM West chester, CA 90045, DOB place of birth 

A subject (non-suspectTrecora was linked for 




'Use 



Several Internet queries were made for ^^^^J,r"'^v' , ''.^T'^$H revealing information 
showing as a freight f orwarding - company wun an address of 
Ave, i Inglewood, CA 90301 . ffi^T "T"„ '[[resid ence address also appears ion; 
■ - i ted as a board member of the 
P?l BeKSH and 




company 



the 




transportation 



address 



: !S$iilr73Sii^;iMi3il to be 


ICE (bMBKbllTy: 


•with the LASD. Internet queries 


|f}. mm. (W 


jt.o be a 






?ijin the LASD . 



revealed 

re?ealed_^ i . ii _ iii 

On December 19, 2002, SAIC/LA received B^jiffE^ DMV photo via facsimile. By 
visually com paring the sig natures on BSsSuJdi' i ve r ' s license and the 
signature of HBBB18!5fiyfi!P}Bi on the County of Los Angeles Sales Awards dated- 
06/12/02 and 07/10/02 obtained from the LASD Central Supply/Logistics 
building, the signatures are similar. 

An information packet for the Cambodian Consulate's office was taken, and 
inside is r__ < from the consular, . 71313151 At the bottom of the 

letter is 'oS&SNS&tH signature. This signature is also similar to the signature on 
check number 0300 from the Honorary Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia paid 
to the City of Gardena in the amount of $5,190.00 on 06/12/02. 



e-FHFH E .: ft b 



DEPARTMENT OF 


HOMELAND SECURITY 


PAGE 4 




ICE 








CASE NUMBER flHHHSSHHT 


REPORT OF I 


N V E S T I -G A T I N 




C N T I 


N U A T I N 


REPORT NUMBER: 004 



Investigation continues . 
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RELATED CASE NUMBERS: 
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TOPIC : INTERVIEW OF 



(Mi), (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 



SYNOPSIS : 

On October 25, 2002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused." ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. - The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 

On January 10, 2003, IfflBH^T^SfljflSfgfBB was interviewed with respect to his 
involvement of the purchase and possible export of 473 ballistic vests. The 
details of that interview are contained herein. 
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DETAILS OF • INVESTIGATION : 



On October 25, 2002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible' 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia, The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 

On December 23, 2002, Customs E xpor t Enforcement subpoenas were served on 

IHHhhhHQSS^^^^^^HIH an< 3- HHSH^HK^^SSSS^RhMH both of which 

are owned bvTBmP PIIlMBlBWr Tne subpoenas requested documents pertaining to 
exports from June 1, 2002 until the present . On January 6, 2003, HUH™ 
contacted this office and r equested additional information as to what the 
subpoenas pertained , WHBBM agreed to an interview at the SAIC/LA office and a 
time was set for 10:30, Friday, January 10, 2 003. 



.uary _ 1 , 2003, an inte r view wa s conducted with 
SSN IPffllBPi^^M 8|BS^H was born in _ 

United States citizen. §|gHK voluntarily provided trie 
to agents : 




DOB 

land is a "naturalized 
:o±lowing information 



j i s a WWWWWfWWtWWW with the LASD and works out of the headquarters 
building 'for LASD while on his reserve duties . MHll primarily does 
administrative work during his reserve time. IBHBB joine d the r eserves by 
applying in 1999 and going through a four-month academy. S1B%H3?B then attended 
anothe r three-m onth academy to qualify as a level two deputy (gun carryinc ' 
BBM is also a HI^^^B!j!3l3!§K3!S!S^HHHB a captain in the 
and a member of the 
does not receive any monetary income from any of these positions; his sole 
source of income is from his freight forwarding business . 

involvement in this matter became known after he was identified as the 
person signing for and receiving the ballistic vests from the Los Angles 
County Sheriff's Department (LASD) Central 'Supply/Logistics, 14205 Ea 
Telegraph Rd. , Whittier , CA 90604. IHMBH s i cmed for and received the ballistic 
vests on two separate occasions: June 12, 2 002, HfSWUlBBI cook receipt of 173 
vests, and on July 10, 2002, he took possession of 300 vests. 
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mi (b)(6), (b)(?KC) 



ballistic vests from the LASD . According to 

into getting the equipment for the Cambodian Consulate. 



told 



es and 
to look 



said the reason for using the City of Gardena for the transactions,., was 
because of the "Law Enforcement Only" clause on the sale of the vests. 
was the in dividual who in formed MflBB of how the transaction would work. 
BHflHH and MBllllllllgfBWi gave MH^H orders on what to do, and when, -in regard 
to the transactions. 



[contac ted ffi 

pick up a check from 



(b)(6), (t))|?S|C» 



HE and told him to go to the Cambodian Consulate to 
the Consular, to pay for the vests. Picked up 



from the C ambodia n Consulate was check' number 03 00, in the amount of 
$5,190.00. amam himself purchased cashier's check number Bl— from 
Cathay Bank, dated 07/18/02, in the amount of $3,000.00, from the Cathay Bank 
branch at 777 North Broadway, Los Angeles, CA 90012^^The consul^tedid not 
enou gh money' in their account at the time, so MBI§l3i3. BQBSIKQSfll an d 
all wrote personal checks for $1 ,000.00 each, which they gave to 
iitTMiati to buy the cashier's check. MliB was reimbursed at a later date by the 
consulate for the exact amount. 

■ was contacted EEE3E3S! LASD, on both occasio ns when the vests were 

ready to be picked up from Sheriff's Logistics, milll! al so told fflSBH to sign 
the rece iving paperwork as "Ci ty of 'Gardena" on both occasions. tWB wrote 
[name incorrectly — as |j^BRn|| — on the form dated 06/12/02. 



The entire ballistic vest venture was as a direct result of a request from 
the Cambodian officials during the meeting held in April 2002. The officials 
asked for police automobiles and ballistic vests, which theLASDorovided . 
P^c^ehicle^en^bought and shipped to Cambodia, whi ch HBfBtMB company . 
HH^HHESBSEHBHHHIHI was responsible for shipping. Even though the 
Cambodian consulate paid for everytiaiuag, there was no profit realized by' 
anyone involved in the venture. WNBBBM company was paid for the shipping of 
lxci£ jo o JL 3* C- *v€^ln, il. jL C3 s » 
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both of his companies. 
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RELATED CASE NUMBERS : 



COLLATERAL REQ : CABK 



TYPE OF REPORT: 
COLLATERAL REQUEST / IN/ 



INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS 



TOPIC: UPDATE AND COLLATERAL REQUEST 



SYNOPSIS: 

On October 25, 2002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 

This report is to bring this investigation up to date and to request the 
Customs Attach/Bangkok to give assistance by contacting the Cambodian National 
Police as to their receipt of police vehicles and ballistic vests purchased 
from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department. 
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DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION: 

On October 25, 2 002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations. The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 



After interviewing BW!TB!li3!B13!SSB^| on Janua ry 10, 2003, agents askec 

contact the Cambodian Consular, Rfgf5fSf5!5!Bl to try and determine if the 
ballistic vests were still located at the consulate in Los Ange les 

several phone call s ove r the next few days, without speaking to 

finally contacted HHH and found out that the vests were still at the 
consulate . 



:r,ade 




In February 2003, SAIC/LA contacted the State Department office in Los 
Angeles. In speaking with a representative from the State Department, it was 
determine d that the Cambodian Consulate office here in Los Angeles as well as 
B!BIB!B13B!3 , have only limited immunity. 

On' February 18, 2003, the SAIC/LA received a message from the Customs 
Attach/Bangkok concerning this investigation. The Attach had been contacted by 
the Embassy in Cambodia. 

On March 19, 2003, Customs Attach/Bangkok informed this office that it had 
been confirmed through the Regional Security Officer in the Embassy in 
Cambodia that the Cambodian National Police had in fact received 300 ballistic 
vests from the LASD. The vests were supposedly shipped with the police 
vehicles that were shipped out of Los Angeles on or around August 16, 2002.. 

This office is in receipt of the bill of lading, container manifest , required 
Customs paperwork, and shippers letter of instruction received f r on: HBMWiBBBBH 
MMWIP*t lll,IM ^ the freight forwarder used in the vehicle 

shipment. . BUffi provid ed this pap erwork after being served U.S. Customs Export 
Enforcement Subpoena |^j^BBB^i None of the paperwork for the vehicles shipped 
out shows any indicate %n of ballistic vests being included in the containers 
carrying the vehicles. If the vests were placed in the vehicles or the 
containers for transport, they were not so noted on any required documents 
given to the U.S. Customs Service at time of shipment. 
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COLLATERAL REQUEST: 



Customs Attach/ Bangkok 

SAIC/LA requests you contact the Cambodian National Police with respect to the 
disposition of the 300 ballistic vests they are in receipt of. This office 
would request the process by which the vests were shipped and delivered to the 
Cambodian National Police. 

How many vests have the Cambodian National Police received from the LASD? 
Who were the exporter, freight ' forwarder, and consignee for the shipment? 
Are they expecting another shipment of vests from the U.S.? 

Are they aware of the licensing requirements set forth by the Department of 
Commerce? 

Did anyone in the Cambodian Government obtain or attempt to obtain an export 
license from the Department of Commerce? 

Are the Cambodian National Police aware of the 173 ballistic vests presumably 
still in the hands of the Cambodian Consulate here in Los Angeles? 

Was|jpm^or anyone else instructed to place the vests in the same 
container as the police vehicles that were shipped? 

Investigation continues . 
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RELATED CASE NUMBERS: 



COLLATERAL REQ : 



TYPE OF REPORT : 
INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS 
/ OTHER INFORMATION 



TOPIC: CLOSING OF INVESTIGATION 



SYNOPSIS: 

On October 25, 2002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge/Orange County regarding possible 
export violations . The information pertained to the alleged sale of 173 
"unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to the Honorary 
Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of Gardena 
originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Department . 



Results of investigation and closing report. 
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DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION : 



On October 25, 2 002, the Special Agent in Charge/Los Angeles (SAC/LA) received 
information from the Resident Agent in Charge /Orange County (RAC/OR) regarding 
possible export violations - The information pertained to the alleged sale of 
173 "unused" ballistic vests and 300 "used, as is" Kevlar vests to" the 
Honorary Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The documents show the City of 
Gardena originally purchased the ballistic vests from the Los Angeles 
Sheriff's Department. 

On April 4, 2003, Customs Attache, Bangkok (CA/BK) responded to a collateral 
request from the SAC /LA regarding this investigation. All reports are 
contained in this case file. - •■ 



The CA/BK received information from the Regional Security Officer (RSO) at the 
U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh. The RSO determined through conversations with 'a 
Cambodian representative that the Cambodian National Police had received 3 00 
ballistic kevlar vests. The vests were shipped in a container that contained 
a police car for the Cambodian National Police. Allegedly, the vests were 
inside the police car. 

On May 9, 2003, the CA/BK obtained documents from the RSO concerning the 
shipment of police vehicles and vests. The documents are a facsimile dated 
August 22, 2 002, from the International Liaison Unit, Los Angeles Sheriff s 
Department (LASD) . The fax cover page shows the fax coming from a — — 

International Liaison Unit, Monterey Park, California, and 
going to theMEistry of Interior, Kingdom' of Cambodia, Attention: Police 
General BfiWUmi Director General National Police. 



; is in regard to two shipments of police vehicles from the LASD 
lian National Police. The first shipment mentioned is for a total 



The facsimile 

to the Cambodia±j. lxuuuo. ^ ^o-j-wc: . xuc x.„ljl & u ^-tixj^mtfiiu iusxiuiuiibu x^> lui a ooru. 

of eleven black and white cars shipped on August 16, 2002, expected to arrive 
on September 19, 2002. There is a paragraph in the fax stating the following: 

"Please note, 3 00 pes of complimentary Bullet Proved sic 
forwarded to you as our gifts also included on this shipment." 



Vests was 



The second shipment mentioned states that a total of nine black and white cars 

is scheduled to be shipped on September 2, 2002, and arrive in Phnom Penh on 
October 4, 2002. 



iiie 



obtained copies of the shipping documents from 
:uments already obtained by the case agent froir 

:he freight forwarder used to ship the vehicles , 
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The documents obtained by use of Customs Export Subpoena 2003-0309, were Bill 
of Lading for both' shipments of vehicles, vehicle information documents with 
U.S. Customs Service logo and address on top listing all the vehicles shipped, 
the shipper's letter of instructions, one sales award from the County of' Los 
Angeles to the Kingdom of Cambodia for nine automobiles, and container 
manifests for the shipments. 

A review of all documents obtained shows no mention of ballistic vests in the 
shipment. These documents are contained in the case file for review. 

CA Bangkok final report stated the following: 

* The Cambodian National Police (CNP) are not expecting any additional vests. 

* The ballistic vests were in the police- cars when they received them as they 
arrived at the port of S ihanukvi lie, C ambo dla . 

* The CNP were unaware of any involvement of W!BIB!Bi!fB15l the Honorary Consulate 
in Los Angeles. 

* All of the vests that the CNP received were distributed to police officials 
only. . 

* The CNP were unaware of any license requirement. 

The SAC/LA does not believe there is enough information showing knowledge of 
the pertinent export laws and. regulations on the part of the parties involved 
in this investigation. Furthermore, the intent of the parties was to provide 
another lav; enforcement agency with protective equipment, which was verified 
by the CA/BK. 

Based on interviews conducted and the information obtained during this 
investigation, a determination has been made to close this investigation 
pending any further information. Case agent will notify LASD Internal 
Investigations Bureau that the investigation has been closed and refer to 
District Attorney's Office. for any action they deem necessary. 



Investigation closed. 



